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Calender of Events

WORKSHOPS, LECTURES & 
OTHER EVENTS

EXHIBITIONS
Currently and through March 2011:  Guild of Book Workers’ 
traveling exhibition of 50 works with a theme of Marking Time.  
From May 3-June 25 at  Denver Public Library, Denver, CO.  
Next venues:  July 5-August 26 at Public Library of Cincinnati & 
Hamilton County, Cincinnati, OH and September 5-October 25 
at Lafayette College, Easton, PA.  Catalog available.  Information 
and order form at: >http://www.guildofbookworkers.org/gallery/
markingtime/<

Currently and through May 28, 2010:  The Grolier Club’s 
exhibition  Beyond the Text: Artists’ Books from the Collec-
tion of Robert J. Ruben includes over 60 examples of accordion 
books, codices, scrolls, box books, pop-ups and tunnel books, 
in every variety of mixed media.  At the Club’s 2nd Floor Gal-
lery, 7 East 60th Street, NY, NY; free; open to public.  Catalog 
available.>www.grolierclub.org<  or Exhibitions Co-ordinator at 
>msmith@grolierclub.org< or 212.838.6690.

 Currently and through June 15:  Open Book: An Internation-
al Survey of Experimental Books, Eastern Michigan University, 
114 Ford Hall, Ypsilanti, MI.  The exhibition investigates the role 
of the book in the contemporary art world.  >http://chronotext.
org/OpenBookExhibition<  Contact:  >latzmon@emich.edu< or 
734.487.1268

May 14-June 2, 2010:  Inventive Structures: Books Beyond 
the Codex, a national exhibition juried by Hedi Kyle, at Creative 
Arts Workshop, New Haven, CT. Call 203.562.4927 or email 
>triciay@creativeartsworkshop.org<.

May 19-July 31, 2010:  Bound for Success—The Designer 
Bookbinders exhibition, the first international bookbinding 
competition of the  Designer Bookbinders, a UK based, 
international organization devoted to the craft of fine binding 
>www.designerbookbinders.org.uk<.   At the Grolier Club, 
New York.   Features 117 winning bindings from binders in 21 
countries.  Entrants all bound the same text, Water, designed 
and printed by Incline Press.  A printed exhibition catalog 
accompanies exhibition.

Online Exhibition:  Library and Archives Canada (LAC) hosts 
an online exhibition of  “Artists’ Books: Bound in Art”, which 
showcases one of the most diverse, yet lesser-known genres of 
artwork held at LAC. Featuring beautiful, fragile, rare books, 
the Web site makes these treasured pieces accessible to all and 
teaches youth that artists’ books are an important means of  
artistic expression.   See >http:// www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/
livres-d-artistes/index-e.html.  For more information, contact 
>webservices@lac-bac.gc.ca<

Exhibitions for 2010:    The Walters Art Museum, 600 N. 
Charles St., Baltimore, MD  21201, 410.547.9000 or >www.
thewalters.org<.  Contact:  Amy Mannarino, >amannarino@
thewalters.org<

Currently and through July:  at Garage Annex School, 
Easthampton, MA, new workshops being offered along with 
old favorites.    Instructors include:    Eric Alstrom, Martin 
Antonetti, Julie Chen, Peter Geraty, Daniel Kelm, Art Larson, 
Nancy Leavitt, Linda Lembke, Julia Miller, Suzanne Moore, 
Shawn Sheehy, and Pamela Spitzmueller.   In July there will be a 
concentration of workshops with the option of housing, breakfast, 
and dinner at Williston Northampton School.  Workshop details,  
and new pages for “Private Study” and “Get Involved” at  >www.
GarageAnnexSchool.com<

May 15-June 27, 2010:   At the Morgan Art of Paper Mak-
ing: Conservatory and Educational Foundation, Cleveland, OH,  
216.361.9315, >http://www.morganconservatory.org<:

 May 15-16:  Marbling with Steve Pittelkow, 11:00-4:00.

 May 22-23:  Greek Stitch Binding on Wooden Boards 
with Fran Kovac, 10:00-4:00.

 Jun 5:  Paper Fun with Tom Balbo and Surprise Guest 
Artist, 10:00-4:00.

 Jun 19-20:  Full Circle - Paper + Print with Claudio 
Orso-Giacone, 10:00-3:00.

 Jun 26-27:  Crossed Structure Binding with Sylvia 
Ramos Alotta, 10:00-4:00.

May 15-October 18, 2010:  Classes at the School for Formal 
Bookbinding, Plains, PA,  about 3 hrs from both Philadelphia 
and New York City.  Maximum for class:  5.  Call Don Rash, 
570.821.7050 or e-mail >studior@epix.net<.  Classes offered:
 May 15-16:  Introduction to Edge Gilding 
 Jun 7-11:  Introduction to Leather Binding (Quarter 
Leather)
 Jun 14-18:  Full Leather Binding
 Jun 21-25:  Conservation of Cloth Bindings
 Jun 28-Jul 2:  Conservation of Leather Bindings
 Jul 10-11:  Introduction to Titling and Tooling 
 Jul 19-23:  Foundations of Hand Bookbinding 



VJ0(.$GR$UGGS$WG*S#*'$$$$$bJ2#$@;3;$$$$$%J1P#*$3E;$ C

,G2)02J#.$2#?)$-+7#

 Jul 26-30:  Introduction to Case Binding 
 Sep 13-17:  Introduction to Leather Binding (Quarter 
Leather) 
 Sep 20-24:  Full Leather Binding 
 Oct 11-15:  Conservation of Cloth Bindings
 Oct 18-22:  Conservation of Leather Bindings

May 19-Sept 25, 2010:  At J. Willard Marriott, University of 
Utah, Salt Lake City, UT, >http://bookartsprogram.org<  or  
>bookartsprogram@utah.edu<  or 801.585.9191:
 May 19-Aug 4:  Letterpress Printing 1, 2, 3 with Marnie 
Powers-Torrey & David Wolske.
 Aug 26-Dec 9:  Bookbinding 1, 2, 3 with Chris McAfee.
 Jun 9-12:  A Space to Make Your Mark:  Complex Multi-
Level Boxes with Julie Chen,
with lecture on June 10
 Jun 26:  Peep Show:  Design & Construction of the 
Tunnel Book with Amber Heaton.
 Jul 31:  Flex-a-sketch:  Crafting the Custom Sketchbook 
with Chris McAfee.
 Sep 24-25:  Binding the Strange & Unusual:  Books with 
Rigid Pages with Alicia Bailey.

May 21-August 6:  At Oregon College of Art and Craft , 
8245 SW Barnes Rd., Portland OR.  Contact:  Sarah LaBarre, 
>slabarre@ocac.edu< or 971.255.4159.
 May 21-23:  Illuminated Paper, Helen Hiebert  (#F1701)
 Jun 4-6:  Double Raised Cords Meet the Gutter Wire, 
Daniel Kelm (#BA701)
 Jul 14-18:  Color Woodcut Printmaking, Karen Kunc 
(#BA703)
 Jul 24:  Letterpress Ink Intensive, Rebecca Gilbert 
(#BA704)
 Aug 2-6:  The Secrets of the Magic Tablet, Julie Chen 
(#BA705).
Scholarships available for OCAC.  Contact:  Kristin Shiga, 
>kshiga@ocac.edu< or 971.255.4217.

May 28–June 5, 2010:   Workshops at  John C. Campbell Folk 
School,  Brasstown, NC, 800.FOLK.SCH, >www.folkschool.org<
 May 28-30:  Book Arts Sampler (weekend), Joyce Sievers
 May 30-Jun 5:  Paper Making for Books and Boxes, 
Claudia Lee

June 21 through August 16, 2010:  At North Bennet Street 
School, Boston, MA, which is celebrating its 125th year, >www.
nbss.org<: 
 June 21-25:  New Oriental Bindings, Monique Lallier, in 
collaboration with American Academy of Bookbinding.
 Jul 29-31:  Islamic Bookbinding, Katherine Beaty
 Aug 12-16:  Tips and Tricks for Book and Paper 
Conservation, 8:30-4:30 p.m.
For fall semester 2010, the “Three Month Bookbinding Intensive” 
will return, taught by Stacie Dolin.

Jul 11-17 (Session I) and July 18-24 (Session II):  Book Arts 
Summer Institute, Wells Book Arts, Aurora, NY.  Session I 
offerings with Andrew Huot, Cheryl Jacobsen, Katherine Ruffin, 
and Michael Bixler.  Session II offerings with Julia Leonard, 
Barbara Tetenbaum, and Sharon Zeugin.   >www.wells.edu/
bookarts<

July 5-July 23:  Two workshops with Timothy C. Ely  in Col-
fax, Washington.  Both are under the title of The Sketchbook: 
Thoughts and Actions:

 Jul 5-9:  Thoughts and Actions -- Mainly on book struc-
ture, including surface design, cloth mounting, etc.

 Jul 19-23:  More Thoughts and Actions – Making more 
than 1 book; focus on content, etc.

All skill levels are welcome.  More details available at >t.ely@
mac.com<  Space limited.  $50 deposit.

July 26-August 20, 2010:  Montefiascone Project, north of 
Rome, Italy, Maria L. Fredericks, contact, 212.590.0379 or FAX 
212.768.5673 or e-mail >mfredericks@themorgan.org<:
 Jul 26-30:  Re-creating the Medieval Palette, Cheryl Porter
 Aug 2-6:  Introduction to the Islamic Book Structure, John 
Mumford
 Aug 9-13:  The Biccherne of Siena, Jennifer Storey and 
Caroline Checkley-Scott 
 Aug 16-20:  Paper Bindings of Montefiascone, Maria 
Fredericks (w/Nicolas Barker)

October 14-16. 2010:   29th Annual Seminar on Standards of 
Excellence in Hand Bookbinding, Tuscon, AZ, Radisson Suites.  
Presenters are Martha Little, Jeff Peachey, Michael Burke, Nancy 
Leavitt.

October 15-17, 2010:   The American Printing History Associa-
tion’s 2010 annual conference,

Learning to Print, Teaching to Print: Historical and Contem-
porary Perspectives.   Corcoran College of Art  and Design in 
Washington, DC.    >http://www.printinghistory.org/> 

November 5-7, 2010:  The Book (R)evolution.   The 11th 
Biennial Book Arts Fair and Conference at Pyramid Atlantic Art 
Center, Silver Spring, MD.   To showcase dynamic array of inno-
vative book art, limited edition prints, fine papers, and specialty 
tools along with a program of notable speakers, demonstrations, 
and special exhibitions.  >pyramidatlanticbookartsfair.org< for 
more information or to register as a presenter or exhibitor.
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American Academy of Bookbinding

Join the AAB on two campuses in Ann Arbor, MI and Telluride, 
CO.

Intensive courses are offered for beginner to advance students in 
conservation, fine leather

binding and related subjects. Degree programs available. 
Contact: >www.ahhaa.org< or contact AAB program coordinator, 

Judy Kohin at 970.729.8649.

The Book Arts Program at the J. Willard
Marriott Library, University of Utah

See information in the Workshops, Lectures section.
For more information on all events,  contact Amber Heaton at 

>amber.heaton@utah.edu<; 
801.585.9191 • >www.lib.utah.edu/rare/BAP_Page/BAP.html<

John C. Campbell Folk School
One Folk School Road, Brasstown, NC, 828.837.2775, x196

>marketing@folkschool.org<   •   >www.folkschool.org<

The Canadian Bookbinders and Book Artists Guild
CBBAG/60 Atlantic Avenue, Suite 112 Toronto, Ontario M6K 

1X9
Fax 416.581.1053 • email: >cbbag@web.net<  •  >www.cbbag.

ca<

The Center for Book Arts New York City
212.481.0295  •  >www.centerforbookarts.org<

Center for the Book  -  San Francisco, CA 
415.565.0545  • >www.sfcb.org<

Creative Arts Workshop - New Haven, CT
A community arts and crafts school for adults and children.

Classes and workshops in the Book Arts. 
>www.creativeartsworkshop.org<   • 203.562.4927

Garage Annex School
One Cottage Street #5, Room - 503 Easthampton, MA 01027
The Garage Annex offers workshops in traditional and non-

traditional book arts,
printmaking, and the conservation of books. 

>contact@garageannexschool.com<  •  >www.
garageannexschool.com<

 Green Heron Book Arts
503.357.7263 or email  >bookkits@aol.com<

Hollander’s Workshops
Visit >www.hollanders.com< for the full schedule of workshops 

in Ann Arbor, MI.
Hollander’s also partners with the American Academy of 

Bookbinding and hosts their workshops. Contact >staff@ahhaa.
org<  for AAB information.

North Bennet Street School
Check >http://www.nbss.org/workshops/schedule.asp<  for 

current and future
bookbinding classes or call 617.227.0155 x102

Old Way
Workshops with Jim Croft, Santa ID

>oldway@imbris.com<   •   >http://www.traditionalhand.com/
oldway/<

Oregon College of Art & Craft
See Workshops, Lectures section for spring classes

Portland, Oregon  •  >www.ocac.edu<

Paper Dragon Books 
145 West 26 Street, NY, NY 10001  •  >paperdragonbooks.com<

Penland School of Crafts
For more information and complete listing of courses: 

828.765.2359 • >www.penland.org<

Pyramid Atlantic Art Center
301.608.9101 x.105  •  >www.pyramidatlanticartcenter.org<

School for Formal Bookbinding
Ongoing instruction (see Workshops, Lectures Section) in the 

German tradition
learned from Fritz and Trudi Eberhardt.

For detailed descriptions of all the classes, tuition, and housing 
information, visit:

>www.donrashfinebookbinder.com< or call 570.821.7050.

Seattle Center for Book Arts
>www.seattlebookarts.org/classes/class_2008q2_paper.html<

Studio-on-the-Square, NYC
Intima Press & Studio-on-the-Square, 32 Union Square East, 

#310, NYC.
>www.StudioOnTheSq.com<  •  >www.IntimaPress.com<   •  

917.412.4134

The University of Alabama
MFA in The Book Arts Program 

in the School of Library and Information Studies, >www.
bookarts.ua.edu<

Wells Book Arts Institute Classes and Workshops
>www.wells.edu/bkarts/info.htm<

Women’s Studio Workshop
For a complete listing of upcoming workshops, 

see >www.wsworkshop.org< or call 845.658.9133. 

Catherine Burkhard
as of 5-2-10
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BINDERY TOOLS, LLC
717-354 -5223

www.bindery tools.com

,
PHYSICAL ADDRESS

201 Grist Mill Road
New Holland, PA 17557

MAILING ADDRESS

285 Lausch Road
Denver, PA 17517

BOOKBINDING TOOLS, EQUIPMENT AND SUPPLIES

OAK BRASS-EDGED PRESS B OARDS •  HAND TOOLS CABINET •  T YPE CASE
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Susan Russick and Hal Erickson’s
Paper De-acidification Workshop Review
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During the workshop, wer were reminded by Susan 
Russick and Hal Erickson that before undertaking any 
conservation treatments, including washing or de-acid-
ifying paper, to keep in  mind these basic conservation 
principles.
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Willman Spawn

 
Willman Spawn, conservator and 
historian of bookbinding, died quiet-
ly at home in Philadelphia on April 
23, 2010, one month shy of his 90th 
birthday. He was an indefatigable 
man with boundless curiosity. At 
various times during his full life he 
pursued the study of botany, optics, 
paper and book conservation, the 

history of Quakers, and the history of bookbinding.  
 
Willman established his first bindery during his college years. 
From 1948 until 1961 he served as part-time conservator for the 
American Philosophical Society. In 1961 he became the first 
full-time conservator at the APS, the “Restorer of Manuscripts,” 
a position he held until his retirement in 1985. During this period 
he became a noted authority on paper conservation and disaster 
mitigation in libraries, writing influential papers and delivering 
numerous lectures on both topics. In 2009 his 37-year career and 
his impact on the profession of conservation were recognized 
by the creation of the Willman Spawn Conservation Internships 
Fund at the APS.  
 

His study of American bookbindings began 
in 1949 and he began to pay attention to the 
bindings that he handled at the APS, other 
Philadelphia libraries, and eventually well 
over 100 libraries across the United States, 
accumulating thousands of pencil rubbings 
of the bindings that he saw. These studies 
first illustrated Willman’s career-long con-
viction that colonial American bookbinders 

could be identified through careful evaluation of the tools they 
used to decorate bindings. 

In 1983 he contributed an essay on the evolution of American 
binding styles to Bookbinding in America, 1680-1910, edited by 
John Dooley and James Tanis. He thus established a relationship 
with Bryn Mawr College, whose Maser gift of bindings is de-
scribed in that volume. Upon his retirement from conservation in 
1985 he was appointed Honorary Curator of Bookbindings at the 
Mariam Coffin Canaday Library. He curated two exhibitions on 
bookbinding, published reference works on British and American 
bookbinders’ tickets, and worked toward his ultimate goal of pub-
lishing a comprehensive study of colonial American bookbinding. 
Willman’s voluminous archive of rubbings and notes on bindings 
and binders survives at Bryn Mawr College. 
 
Mr. Sprawn was a Lifetime Achievement Member of the Guild of 
Book Workers.

edited from a tribute by Tom Kinsella

In  Memoriam
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