
University of Nevada at Las Vegas
Libraries Preservation Laboratory

We will be offering free tours of the UNLV University Libraries
Presevation Lab

at 9:00 AM, 10:30 AM, and 1:00 PM.
If the interest is high enough, we will provide an additional tour time.

There will be a limit of 11 people per tour.
Tours are co-sponsored by UNLV and the Church History Library

of Salt Lake City

Please select choice of time on registration form.You will be contacted 
to confirm tour time.

There is so much to see and do on the Las Vegas Strip that we’ve opted not 
to offer multiple tours but to provide information about what there is to see.

We will post this information on the Guild website
as well as provide it in the packets you will receive when you arrive

at the Seminar.
We will include a listing of things to see on the Strip, off the Strip, and 

WAY off the Strip.

KEEP YOUR EYE ON THE GUILD WEBSITE
FOR MORE INFORMATION!

33RD SEMINAR ON STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE
IN HAND BOOKBINDING

Las Vegas • October 9-11, 2014

TOURS - Thursday, October 9, 2014
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Schedule of Events

Wednesday, October 8, 2014

3:30 pm – 8:00 pm  Registration and Information in The Excalibur Hotel Great Hall
4:00 pm – 6:00 pm  Chapter Chair meeting at The Luxor Hotel
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm  Board meeting at The Luxor Hotel

Thursday, October 9, 2014

8:00 am – 5:00 pm  Registration and Information in The Excalibur Hotel Great Hall
12:00 pm – 5:00 pm  Vendor Room
 

TOURS
Optional tours, Thursday, October 9, 2014 – Pre-registration required:

9:00 am – 10:30 am  Tours of the UNLV Preservation Lab (limit 11 participants each tour)
10:30 am – 12:00 pm
1:00 pm – 2:30 pm

9:00 am – 5:00 pm  Self-Guided Tours of Las Vegas 
 

6:00 – 8:00 pm   OPENING RECEPTION:

    Reception will be held at the Barrick Museum Xeric Gardens at UNLV   
       

Friday, October 10, 2014

8:00 am – 5:00 pm  Registration and Information Table in The Excalibur Hotel Great Hall
8:00 am – 6:00 pm  Vendor room

9:00 am – 12:00 pm  Morning session (half-hour break at 10:15)
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm  Lunch on own
2:00 pm – 5:00 pm  Afternoon session  (half-hour break at 3:15)

5:00 pm – 6:00 pm  GBW annual business meeting
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm  Mix and Mingle
 

Saturday, October 11, 2014

8:00 am – 5:00 pm  Registration and Information Table in The Excalibur Hotel Great Hall
8:00 am – 4:00 pm  Vendor room

9:00 am – 12:00 pm  Morning session (half-hour break at 10:15)
12:00 pm – 2:00 pm  Lunch on own
2:00 pm – 5:00 pm  Afternoon session (half-hour break at 3:15)

6:00 pm – 7:00 pm  Cash bar and Silent Auction
7:00 pm – 8:30 pm  Banquet – Join the fun and come dressed in Medieval costumes!
8:30 pm – 10:00 pm  Live auction     

Self- Guided Tours of Las Vegas



33RD SEMINAR ON STANDARDS OF EXCELLENCE
IN HAND BOOKBINDING

 Las Vegas  •   - October 9 - 11, 2014

REGISTRATION

Registration is limited to 150 people. Deadline to register 
is September 29, 2014, or until conference is filled. Online 
registration is available and encouraged. If you are pay-
ing with a credit card, you must use the online registration 
form. To register online, visit >www.guildofbookworkers.
org< after June 1.

All questions regarding registration should be directed 
to Alicia Bailey, Treasurer - phone: 720-230-4566; trea-
surer@guildofbookworkers.org  - email preferred; PO Box 
200984, Denver, CO, USA 80220-0984. All fees listed on 
the registration form are in US dollars.  There is a cancel-
lation fee of 10% of the Registration Fee up to 30 days 
before the Seminar. No refunds are given for cancellations 
made within the 30 days prior to the conference. Cancella-
tion fees do not apply to scholarship applicants who do not 
receive an award and are unable to attend without financial 
assistance. Registrations may not be shared and are non-
transferable.

2014 STANDARDS
PRESENTATIONS & PRESENTERS
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HOTEL INFORMATION

The conference hotel is
 The Excalibur Hotel and Casino
 3850 S. Las Vegas Blvd., Las Vegas, NV 80109
         Phone: (800) 937-7777
         www.excalibur.com

The Guild room rate will vary as shown below:
Day Tues-Thur* Fri-Sat
Dates 10/7 – 10/9 10/10 – 10/11
Double± $53 $103
Resort Fee¡ $13 $13
Room Tax§ 12% 12%
Total $74 nightly $130 nightly

* Availability limited on Tuesday and Wednesday
± For triple or quad occupancy, add $30 per person
¡ Resort fees are mandatory nightly surcharges commonly imposed in 
Las Vegas hotels. It covers the costs of things like web access, use of the 
fitness center. etc.
§ Taxes subject to change

This room rate is available until September 16 or until the 
Guild’s room block is full. 

For Reservations:
Call The Excalibur Hotel and Casino Reservation Department 
toll free at 800-937-7777. Booking discount identification info 
will be given to conference registrants at time of confirmation.

The Excalibur Hotel is about three miles from the Las Vegas 
McCarran International Airport.
Taxi, shuttle, and rental car services are available at either 
terminal. (McCarran Airport has two terminals, Terminal 1 
and Terminal 3. Terminal 2 was torn down).

Shuttle services include:
Airline Shuttle Corp (ASC): (888) 554-1156
SuperShuttle: (800) BLUE-VAN (258-3826)
Bell Trans: (800) 274-7433

For a complete listing of ground transportation options from 
the airport (including cabs, shuttles, limousines, and rental car 
agencies) visit www.mccarran.com/go.aspx. For additional 
tips on Las Vegas travel, we recommend checking out the tips 
at http://www.vegas.com/traveltips/top-transportation-tips/.

Hotel/casino parking is free all along the Las Vegas Strip. If 
you are driving into Las Vegas or renting a car, let the valets 
do your parking for you at the cost of a $2 to $5 tip. 

TRANSPORTATION INFORMATION

SCHOLARSHIPS

GBW offers scholarships to attend the Standards of Excel-
lence in Hand Bookbinding Seminar to people for whom 
attendance would create a financial hardship. Scholarships 
are available for both student and regular members. An ap-
plicant must be a member at the time of application (go to 
www.guildofbookworkers.org/membership). The scholar-
ship consists of a waiver of registration fees to the Seminar, 
lodging costs for three nights (Thursday through Saturday) 
at the conference hotel and the banquet. This is for lodging 
only and does not include hotel parking, phone calls, movie 
rentals, or any other room service. Make a short statement 
explaining why the scholarship is needed, obtain two brief 
letters of reference, and send them with a complete ap-
plication form to the Scholarship Committe at the address 
below. Recipients are responsible for making their own 
travel plans. After scholarships are awarded GBW treasurer 
will contact recipients to discuss lodging arrangements. 
Recipients may be asked to help with newsletter coverage 
and/or assist with other tasks during the Seminar. Applica-
tions must be received by July 11, 2014. Address questions 
to Bexx Caswell, Scholarship Committee, at 617-792-4714,
vicepresident@guildofbookworkers.org

Jana Dambrogio
Historical Letterlocking:
The Art and Secrecy of Letterwriting

Queen Elizabeth the First did it. Marie Antoinette did it, too, and 
so did William Barton Rogers. People throughout history want to 
keep their communications private. Learn about the 4,000-year-old 
tradition of writing a letter on papyrus, parchment, or paper and fold-
ing it to function as its own envelope. Explore the techniques used 
to study and interpret the three dimensionality of letters written on 
paper. Try your hand at securing shut and “un-locking” facsimiles of 
historic letters provided by Jana. Learn how to preserve the historic 
manuscripts. Academics, bookbinders, conservators, contemporary 
book artists, origami makers, paper engineers, letter-writers, secret 
keepers and anti-tamper device seekers...if you identify as any or all 
of the above, this presentation is for you.

Jana Dambrogio was born in Youngstown, Ohio and works as the 
Thomas F. Peterson (1957) Conservator for the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of Technology (MIT) Libraries. She earned a BA from the Uni-
versity of Pittsburgh in 1994, her MA and Certificate of Advanced 
Study in Art Conservation from SUNY, Buffalo State College, and a 
hand bookbinding certificate from the Canadian Bookbinders Book 
Artists Guild in 2000. She continues her study of 14-17th century 
Italian archival records she conserved at the Vatican Secret Archives 
in 2000. Support from a 2002 Kittredge Scholarship and a 2008 
Booth Family Rome Prize in historic preservation and conservation 
at the American Academy in Rome, have allowed her to advance her 
research. She lectures and teaches workshops internationally on how 
to look at, make models of, and develop approaches to conserving li-
bary and archival binding, letter folding, and letterlocking structures.

Peter Geraty
Parchment Over Boards

Parchment has a mystique and a mind of its own. The mystique we 
admire, the mind we must work with! Warped boards and broken 
hinges are evidence of parchment’s unruly nature–and these flaws 
occur in both historic and newer bindings.
The hygroscopc nature of this wonderful material allows it to expand 
and contract as the environment changes, which can lead to potential 
problems for books. On the other hand, the strength and beauty of 
parchment makes it an ideal material for bookbinding.
This presentation will demonstrate a parchment binding over boards, 
which will accentuate the beauty of parchment and compensate for 
its tendency to wander.

Peter Geraty began bookbinding in 1975 at Unicorn Press in Greens-
boro, NC, where he worked as a printer, typesetter and binder for 
several years. He moved to Boston in 1977, and continued working 
as a binder at various places including: library binding at the New 
England Bookbinding Company, conservation at the Museum of 
Comparative Zoology at Harvard University and over four years at 
Harcourt Bindery, ending his time there as shop manager. In 1984 
he began working as an independent binder and in 1985 moved 
to Easthampton, MA. As owner of Praxis Bindery, he focuses on 
conservation, fine binding, edition binding and creating presentation 
materials for publishers, corporations and artists. He is currently 
director of the Integrated Studies Program at the American Academy 
of Bookbinding in Telluride, CO.

Emily Martin
Romeo and Juliet Carousel Book

Carousel books first appeared as children’s books in the 1930’s and 
became more popular after WWII. A carousel book is a little theater 
in the round. They can take two forms – the window type or the wall 
and floor type that allows for the inclusion of pop-ups. The carousel 
book to be presented uses a hybrid format that I devised to allow for 
both scenes and separate text panels. The spine tabbing, also of my 
devising, functions both to hold the book together and to balance the 
thickness at the fore-edge. The book was my entry for the Designer 
Bookbinder’s International Shakespeare competition and won a 
silver prize.

Emily Martin has been making prints, drawings and artist’s books 
since the late 1970’s. In 1996 she started the Naughty Dog Press to 
produce her own limited editions of primarily sculptural and mov-
able artist’s books. Martin joined the University of Iowa’s Center 
for the Book in 1998, to teach a variety of classes exploring artist’s 
books, including Movable & Sculptural Books, Paper Engineer-
ing & Pop Up Books and Artist’s Books. During her career she 
has produced over 35 limited edition artist’s books using a variety 
of production techniques including letterpress printing, intaglio 
printing, silkscreen printing, inkjet printing and photocopies. The 
Naughty Dog was a Jack Russell terrier named Gomez. He was 
Emily Martin’s first and so far only dog. He was both very smart and 
very badly trained, seemingly a disastrous combination, but he was 
also very charming. Gomez was a loyal companion in the studio and 
is greatly missed to this day. 

Renate Mesmer
Traditional Medieval Girdle Book
The traditional medieval girdle book has an extended covering of 
soft leather often ending with a Turk’s Head knot. The book was 
bound in this way so the knot could be tucked under a girdle or belt 
and the book swung up for reading. Renate’s presentation will start 
with a brief introduction into the history and variations of the girdle 
book. The demonstration will include: how to prepare a textblock for 
this binding, sewing endbands, preparing and attaching the wooden 
boards, paring the skin for covering, making the Turk’s Head knot as 
a finish on the extended covering and attaching a pair of simple brass 
clasps.

Renate Mesmer is the Head of Conservation at the Folger Shake-
speare Library, where she also held the position as Assistant Head 
of Conservation until 2011. Before coming to the United States, she 
directed the Book and Paper Conservation Program at the Centro 
del bel Libro in Ascona, Switzerland. She has a Masters in Book-
binding from the Chamber of Crafts of Palatinate in Germany and 
started working as a bookbinder when she was sixteen. As Head of 
Conservation at the Speyer’s State Archives in Germany she gained 
experience in conservation and was awarded a grant to study conser-
vation abroad. Her internships took her to the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art in New York, the Library of Congress, the Folger Shakespeare 
Library as well as the Fine Arts Museum of San Francisco. Renate 
has enjoyed teaching a great variety of workshops in book and paper 
conservation in the U.S., Switzerland and Australia for many years. 


